PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The activities of the committee in 2007-8 have been clearly focussed on the principle objective "to promote and support the professional development of teachers".

The committee produced a position paper which was presented to the December Council meeting and is now developing a Professional development planning guide to support the management of professional development events and include clear guidance to both the event organiser and MA HQ with regards to ensuring a smooth process.

The revitalised Professional Development Committee met at the London Mathematical Society HQ, London on Friday 3rd January 2008 to explore a range of options for one-day events in 2008 and it is actively working with representatives from Teaching Committee to develop a series of PD events for both members and the wider teaching workforce. 
Over the past year members of the committee have continued to work with a range of bodies including The British Educational Communications and Technology Agency (BECTa), The KS3 Strategy, The Department for Children, Schools and Families, the Subject Associations Working Group (SAWG), Steljes Ltd, Intel plc, London Grid for Learning, General Electric, STEMNET and the NCETM. There follows a summary of key activities over the period.
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GE SETNET AiM London Pilot

The MA coordinated the “Achievement in Mathematics” London pilot, sponsored by General Electric (GE) and in collaboration with SETNET, which aimed to produce innovative resources to support the development of functional mathematics at Key Stage 4. The MA also provided professional development activities for both the teachers and GE Ambassadors involved in the project. A very stimulating day was held at the GE Money offices, Hounslow in Autumn 2007 at which a number of GE’s volunteer employees revisited some GCSE mathematics and then supported the resources to be trialled by pupils in the London Boroughs of Hounslow and Hillingdon.

These free resources are now widely available to teachers from the NCETM website http://www.ncetm.org.uk .
The Mathematical Association Secondary Education Mathematics Conference 
The second MA one-day event for Scottish secondary mathematics teachers was held on Saturday 15th September 2007 at Stirling University and, as in the previous year the event was oversubscribed and attracted over 220 delegates who benefited from a wide range of talks, presentations and workshops. Delegate feedback from the day, both informal and via the evaluation forms, was hugely positive and the MA stand did brisk business selling publications and welcoming new members. The keynote session was provided by Rob Eastaway in his presidential year.
Planning for this year’s conference for Scottish secondary school teachers is already underway and will be held at Stirling University on September 20th 2009 under the auspices of Bill Richardson.
Interactive whiteboard lesson resources
The range of exemplar lesson resources, developed by the MA for Stejles SmartBoard, to support teachers to gain some professional development and maximise the benefits of classroom usage of their SmartBoards within secondary mathematics lessons, have now been made widely available through the Steljes website Smart Exchange at 
http://exchange.smarttech.com/files/folders/math_association_uk/default.aspx 
National Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics (NCETM)
The MA has been represented at Stakeholder conferences and regional events hosted by the NCETM and continues to develop a healthy collaborative relationship with the newly established Centre which includes the co-hosting of a one day event detailed below.
MA/NCETM one-day Event for secondary mathematics teachers in Yorkshire and Humberside 

The first joint MA/NCETM one-day event for secondary mathematics teachers took place in York on February 23rd 2008 and an initial analysis of the evaluation forms (and the delegates comments on the NCETM portal) indicate that the attendees found it a highly worthwhile professional development event. As this was the first event the MA has organised in collaboration with NCETM it has highlighted the need for a clear understanding of the respective roles and responsibilities if the event is to be repeated in other regions. Sincere thanks go to Mary Ledwick and the HQ team for their commitment and hard work in making this event a success. 
Bowland Maths PD Project

The Bowland Key Maths project, aimed at Key Stage 3 is nearing completion, and the Chair of the Professional Development Committee is working with ATM colleagues to design the half-day events for secondary mathematics consultants, advisers, Advanced Skills Teachers and Lead Practitioners. The events aim to raise awareness of the Bowland Key Stage 3 activities and the associated professional development resources and prepare the delegates to support groups of teachers to begin to use the resources in key stage 3 classrooms. Further information is available from www.bowlandmaths.org. 

Becta/DCSF Contract 2007/8

The joint MA/ATM 2007-8 contracts were finally signed in January 2008 for work that is to be completed by March 31st 2008. All of the contracts aim to support secondary mathematics teachers’ professional development by developing their uses of ICT for learning and teaching. The joint MA/ATM has already produced guidance on useful web-based resources for classroom teaching and home learners which will be widely distributed through the subject association websites. 

The MA coordinated a 2-day meeting in January 2008 where an invited expert group worked to resource a KS4 curriculum grid with exemplar ICT activities that could be provided as recommendations to teachers with supporting notes and files where appropriate.

Finally, the MA also coordinated a one-day conference in London on 1st February 2008 for a group of teachers who had submitted case studies of how they are using ICT to support “hard-to-teach” topics. The case study submitted by Jaiwant Timotheus (Blue Coat School, Walsall) was judged by a joint MA/ATM panel to be worthy the recipient of the prize of mathematics software for his school worth £200. A number of these case studies will be developed further and made available to the wider community through the MA/ATM websites and links from the NCETM website.
Alison Clark-Wilson (Chair of Professional Development)

